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Naturd Gas Pipdine Company of America, Michigan Wisconsin PipeLine
Company, Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, A Divison of Tenneco Inc., Texas
Eastern Transmission Corporation (ERA Docket No. 79-15-NG), March 10, 1981.

Order Granting Intervention and Suspending Congderation of Petition for
Temporary Authorizations

[Opinion and Order]
|. Background

On January 23, 1981, Tennessee Gas Pipdine Company, a Divison of
Tenneco Inc. (Tennessee) and Texas Eastern Transmission Corporation (Tetco)
filed ajoint petition with the Economic Regulatory Adminigtration (ERA) of
the Department of Energy requesting temporary authorizations to import natural
gas from Canada 1/ Tennessee and Tetco Sate in the petition "that emergencies
exigt on ther pipeline systems, in part due to the prolonged cold spdll in
Northeastern areas of the United States served by them." Therefore, Tennessee
and Tetco ask that ERA grant temporary approva for the importation of 75,000
Mcf per day each (atotal of up to 150,000 Mcf per day) of Canadian natural
gas supplied by ProGas Limited (ProGas) as fully described in the gpplication
and supplement currently before the ERA in ERA Docket No. 79-15-NG.2/

In aletter dated February 6, 1981, we asked Tennessee and Tetco to
qubmit detailed data on their current and projected storage inventories, as
well as projected availability of emergency purchases from domestic naturd
gas sources and any additional useful data. On February 19, 1981, and February
20, 1981, we received responses frmm Tetco and Tennessee respectively. Both
responses show that the pipdines have access to sufficient quantities of
emergency purchase gasto avoid any curtallments through the end of this
winter under norma weether conditions. However, they aso show that
curtailments 3/ may be necessary should the severe cold wegther of
December-January occur again or should the emergency purchases be interrupted.

Il. Intervention

We received thirteen petitions to intervene and one notice of
intervention in response to our notice of the origind ProGas application.4/
Due to the subgtantiad changes contained in the supplementd filing, we
invited additiona petitionsto intervene, and received two additiona
petitions5/ In our notice of the instant petition, we again invited comments



or petitionsto intervene. No additiona parties came forward and no party
that had aready filed for intervention status submitted any comments or
protests. In the absence of any opposition to the petitionsto intervene,
intervention is granted in ERA Docket No. 79-15-NG.6/

I11. Decison

Based on the additiona data submitted by the applicants and the
information contained in the petition, there is not sufficient evidence of an
imminent emergency Stuation on ether pipeline that would judtify the
extraordinary action of gpproving the import on a temporary bass before our
consideration of the entire ProGas import proposal is completed. Both
Tennessee and Tetco are currently making emergency purchases of domestic gas
and are avoiding curtailments. They expect to be able to continue such
emergency purchases through this winter.

However, we are convinced by Tennessee's and Tetco's filings that
continued monitoring of their gas storage Stuation is warranted. Should there
be aresumption of the extremely cold wegther experienced during December and
January or an interruption of emergency purchases of domestic gas, we would be
prepared to reconsider issuing an authorization without delay. For this
reason, we are not denying the petition outright, but are suspending
congderation of the petition for temporary authorizations pending receipt of
notice from Tennessee or Tetco that westher or other conditions are about to
Cregte an emergency Stuation or arequest for a hearing on the action taken
here. If no such notice or request for hearing is received prior to March 31,
1981, however, the petition will be moot and should be considered denied.
Additiondly, any fina action on the origina application before March 31,
1981, would aso render the petition for temporary authorizations moot.
Suspension of congderation of the petition for temporary approva in no way
affects or influences our continuing condderation of the origind goplication
by the four ProGas purchasersin this docket.

Order

For the reasons stated herein, ERA hereby orders that pursuant to
Section 3 of the Natura Gas Act:

A. Consderation of the petition of Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company, a
Divison of Tenneco Inc. and Texas Eastern Transmission Corporation for
temporary authorizations to import naturd gas from Canadais sugpended until
either afurther order isissued in this docket or March 31, 1981, whichever
occursfirg.



B. In the event that no further order isissued in this docket prior to
March 31, 1981, the petition for temporary authorization shall be considered
denied as of that date.

C. The petitions for leave to intervene, as set forth in the Appendix to
this Order, are hereby granted, subject to such rules of practice and
procedure as may be in effect, provided that their participation shall be
limited to matters affecting asserted rights and interests specificaly st
forth in ther petitions for leave to intervene and that the admisson of such
intervenors shdl not be construed as recognition by ERA that they might be
aggrieved because of any order issued by ERA in this proceeding.

Issued in Washington, D. C. on March 10, 1981.
--Footnotes--

1/ Notice of the petition appeared in the Federd Register on February
12, 1981 (46 FR 12052). In our notice we stated that a hearing would not be
held unless amotion for a hearing was made by any party or persons seeking
intervention and was granted by ERA or if the ERA on its own mation believed
that a hearing was required. No party or person seeking intervention requested
a hearing and none was held.

2/ See ERA Docket No. 79-15-NG, Natural Gas Pipeline Company of America;
Michigan Wisconsin Pipeline Company; Tennessee Gas Pipdine Company, a
Divison of Tenneco Inc.; Texas Eastern Transmisson Corporation (jointly
cdled the ProGas purchasers). The origina application was noticed in the
Federa Register on July 19, 1979 (44 FR 42307), and a supplementa filing was
noticed on February 11, 1981 (46 FR 11860).

3/ Neither company specified the degree of these curtailments.

4/ Northwest Alaskan Pipeline Company

Wisconsn Fud and Light Company

lowa Electric Light and Power Company

Midwestern Gas Transmisson Company

lowalllinois Gas and Electric Company

Foothills Pipelines (Y ukon) Ltd.



Gresat Lakes Transmission Company

TransCanada Pipe Lines Ltd.

New Jersey Naturd Gas Company

Algonquin Gas Transmisson Company

Public Service Electric and Gas Company

Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company

Northern States Power Company (Out of Time)

Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (Notice of Intervention)

5/ Northern Natural Gas Company, Divison of InterNorth, Inc. Process
Gas Consumers Group and the American Iron and Stedl Indtitute.

6/ The "Statement of 1llinois Power Company in Support of Joint Petition
of ProGas Purchasers to Expedite Decision by Shortened Procedures,” dated
January 9, 1980, does not condtitute a petition for intervention according to
Section 1.8 of the Rule of Practice and Procedures. Such filing did not
include a judtification of intervenor status, good cause for late intervention
or a certificate of service.

APPENDIX
OFFICIAL SERVICE LIST

ERA DOCKET NO. 79-15-NG

APPLICANTS REPRESENTED BY:
Natura Gas Pipeline Company Ronad MacNicholas
of America Vice President, Marketing--Rates

122 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60603

Joseph M. Wdlls
Paul F. Goldstein
Freddi L. Greenberg
Suite 1825



122 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60603

F. L. Scott

414 Bender Building

1120 Connecticut Ave., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Michigan Wisconsn Fipe Line W. Arthur Batten
Company Senior Vice President and
Generd Counsdl
One Woodward Avenue

Tennessee Gas Tranamission
Company

Detroit, Michigan 48226

William W. Brackett
Danid F. Callins
Brackett & Collins, P.C.
Suite 501

1899 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Charles V. Shannon
Shannon and Morley

903 Commerce Building
1700 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

M. R. Wdler
Vice Presdent and
Generd Couns
P. O. Box 2511
Houston, Texas 77001

Lilyan G. Silbert

Associate Generd Attorney
P. O. Box 2511

Houston, Texas 77001

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company
Suite 2202

490 L'Enfant Plaza East, SW.
Washington, D. C. 20024



Texas Eagtern Transmission
Corporation

INTERVENORS

Wisconsin Fuel and Light
Company

New Jersey Natural Gas
Company

E. H. Mowrey, Vice Presdent
Texas Eastern Gas Pipeline
Company
A Divison of Texas Eagtern
Transmission Corporation
P. O. Box 2521
Houston, Texas 77001

Joseph F. Weller

Genera Attorney

Texas Eastern Gas Pipdine
Company

A Divison of Texas Eagern
Transmission Corporation
P. O. Box 2521

Houston, Texas 77001

Texas Eagtern Transmisson
Corporation

Suite 901

1660 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

REPRESENTED BY:

Harry K. Wrench, Jr., President
P. O. Box 768
Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220

Hugh H. Bdl

Bdl, Metzner & Seibold, S.C.
P. O. Box 1807

Madison, Wisconsin 53701

J. V. Richards, Jr.
610 Bangs Avenue
Asbury Park, New Jersey 07712

Frederick Moring

Joseph M. Oliver, Jr.

Crowd| & Moring

1100 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036



Public Service Commisson
of Wisconan

Northwest Alaskan Pipeline
Company

lowa Electric Light and
Power Company

Steven M. Schur, Esquire
Hill Farms State Office Building
4802 Sheboygan Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin 53702

Philip J. Mause, ESq.
Kadison, Pfaglzer, Nathan &
Mause

Suite 810

Washington, D. C. 20007

Cuba Wadlington, Jr.
Director, Regulatory Affars
Suite S-700
1120 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

D. K. Watkiss

Watkiss & Campbell

Suite 3200

310 South Main Street

SAt Lake City, Utah 84101

Milton E. Carlson, Manager
Contractuad Services

P. O.Box 351

Cedar Rapids, lowa

Steven G. Gerhart, Attorney
P. O. Box 351
Cedar Rapids, lowa

Midwestern Gas Transmission John M. Robertson, Jr.,

Company

Presdent
P. O. Box 2511
Houston, Texas 77001

L. R. Pankonien, Attorney
John A. Ferguson, Jr., Attorney
P. O. Box 2511

Houston, Texas 77001

Midwestern Gas Transmisson



lowarlllinois Gas and
Electric Company

Foothills Pipe Lines
(Yukon) Ltd.

Algonquin Gas Transmisson
Company

TransCanada Pipe Lines Ltd.

Company
Suite 2202

490 L'Enfant Plaza East, Q.W.
Washington, D. C. 20024

Edward J. Hartman, Generd
Counsd

Charles Crampton, Genera

Counsd

206 East Second Street

P. O. Box 4350

Davenport, lowa 52808

W. C. Morrison, Superintendent
Governmental Rdaions Divison
206 East Second Street

P. O. Box 4350

Davenport, lowa 52808

Robert L. Pierce
1600 Bow Vdley Squarell
205 Fifth Avenue, SW.
P. O. Box 9083
Cdgary, Alberta
Canada

George W. McHenry, Jr.
John H. Burnes, J.

McHenry & Staffier

1300 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 400

Washington, D. C. 20036

W. D. Jaques, Vice Presdent
1284 Soldiers Fied Road
Boston, M assachusetts 22135

McGee & Ketcham
1019 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

L. H. Pilon
Generd Counsd



P. O. Box 54
Commerce Court West
Toronto, Ontario
CanadaM5L 1C2

Paul H. Keck, Attorney
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1800 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Great Lakes Gas James D. McKinney, J.
Transmisson Company William R. Mapes, J.
Ross, Marsh & Foster
730 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Great Lakes Gas Transmisson John M. Rady, Senior Vice Company
Presdent
General Counsdl and Secretary
Narinder J. S. Kathuria,
Assgtant Secretary and Generd
Attorney
2100 Buhl Building
Detroit, Michigan 48226

Public Service Electric JamesR. Lacey, Generd
and Gas Company Solicitor
Robert M. Crockett, Vice
Presdent--Fuel Supply
80 Park Place
Newark, New Jersey 07101

Peoples Gas Light and Coke Joseph P. Thomas
Company Vice Presdent
122 South Michigan Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60603

Northern States Power L. J. Wachter

Company (Minnesota) Vice President--Power Production
Northern States Power and System Operation

Company (Wisconan) 414 Nicollet Mdll

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401



J. P. Moore, Jr,, Attorney
414 Nicollet Mal
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401

Northern Naturd Gas Company Arnold R. Madigan, Generd
Divison of InterNorth, Inc. Counsd
Henry C. Rosenthd, ESg.
Northern Natural Gas Company,
Divison of InterNorth, Inc.
2223 Dodge Street
Omaha, Nebraska 68102

David B. Ward, Esg.

Case & Ward P.C.

1050 Seventeenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Process Gas Consumers Edward J. Grenier, J.
Group and Richard P. Noland

The American Iron and Sted! Robert W. Clark, 111
Indtitute William H. Penniman

Sutherland, Ashill & Brennan
1666 K Street, N.W.,

Suite 800

Washington, D. C. 20006



